Gupta whose home was in Panipat also met Gandhiji
there. The Muslim friends of Panipat told him that
though on his last visit they had told him that they
would not go, the situation had since then deteriorated.
Neither their life, honour, nor property was safe. How
then could they stay? Gandhiji told them that those
whose refuge was God and who had nothing but love
in their hearts for all mankind would fear for nothing.
They would suffer death or loss of property, but they
would protect their honour. He had left Delhi at 10-30
a.m. and reached Panipat at 11-30 a.m. He was talking
to the Muslims till 3 p.m. After that he met the Hindu
and Sikh refugees. The audience was" over 20,000. Dr.
Gopichand also addressed them and so did Sardar
Swaransingh. When the Sardarsaheb stood up, the
patience of the refugees gave way. Gandhiji did not
think that they meant any disrespect to the Sardar.
They merely wanted to give expression to their feeling
that they had had enough of speeches. It was time for
them to put forward their grievances. They were angry
and loudly asserted that the Muslims must go. Their
representatives tried to calm them. One of their leaders
then sang a Punjabi song, after which there was quiet.
The leader then spoke to them in Punjabi and rebuked
them for creating disorder in the meeting. Sardar
Swaransingh then spoke and did likewise. He spoke of
two things that they must do and the Government
would also do, whatever Pakistan did or did not. The
first was to rescue abducted Muslim girls and restore
them to their families. The second was to consider null
and void all forcible conversions. The Muslims who had
been made Hindus and Sikhs must be assured that
they could remain in India as Muslims without any
hindrance. The Sardarsaheb also declared that mosques
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